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gleam of sunlight spun from the glass
windows in a perfectly fine morning
welcomed this old friend of our school.
Hassling with her handful of luggage, she laughed
when | mouthed ‘So much’ as if she expected me to
understand how ready she always was. Cara
prepared a few blazers, skirts and pants of various
colours to perfect the photoshoot. As prepared, as

always.

One year ago, unlike other students who indulged in
the serene summer breeze, Cara took a different
path, starting her journey in pursuing her dream in
Australia.

‘ 6 Having studied in HLC has
allowed me to dream big in ’ ’
Australia

“My initial goal when | first went there was to study
the most challenging subject, Bachelor of Law,
because of two reasons: One-l was confident my
school in Hong Kong has prepared me enough
academically. Two-l knew that would open more
doors for me in the future. Thanks to my studies at
HLC, when | was attending my foundation year, |
didn’t have to worry about my school work and had
the opportunity to make friends with students from
all around the globe, from America to Singapore,
from Iran to Sri Lanka. Such encounter allowed me
to listen to voices from all around the world and
found interest in how the same issues could be
portrayed drastically differently through national
media. What inspired me most was being a lawyet, |
may be able to help different individuals, but my
current degree, development studies and
psychology, allows me to understand the
development of third world countries and how | can
assist in the establishment of their health schemes.
My dream is big. | don’t only want to help a person
or two. | know | will become an entrepreneur, taking
charge in the future. | dream to help a nation or even

the world with my own power.”

One of the many whom Cara looks up to is Amal
Alamuddin Clooney, a world renowned and
respected human rights lawyer. She fled to
Buckinghamshire during the Lebanese Civil War at
its fiercest. Earning a scholarship to Oxford where
she attained her law degree, she has represented
various individuals from former Ukrainian Prime
Minister Yulia Tymoshenko to the country of
Armenia in its fight for recognition of the Armenian
Genocide. When asked if Amal is a female figure to
her, Cara explained, “It’s never about the gender. |
admire her simply because of the work that she has
achieved. She has shown the world how much a
woman can achieve these days and |
whole-heartedly believe in gender equality. Only if
women’s voice is better addressed can we promote

sustainable development and reduce poverty.”

6 6 HLC-

a level playing field for all ’ ’

“To be honest, | never expected to come to HLC
until some of the alumni recommended it to me. It
was the smooth transition of the English learning
environment and the very student-centered
opportunities that | enjoyed most, sports secretary,
cross-country team, swimming team, and many
more. This honeymoon period lasted until S3 when |
had the urge to extend my understanding to a social
level” Luckily through various opportunities, like
Debating Team, Cara received the opportunity to
branch out more to meet those who are even more
aware of our society than students in this school.
“We, female students in HLC, should not think any
less of ourselves when we are confronted by
challenges. We must have faith in what our school
has equipped us with even when we face
competitions against more prestigious schools in
other districts. In school, we have already been
provided with a fair battle ground with other boys,
be it in class competitions or trainings. Girls in HLC
should make good use of such opportunities, which
may not be easily granted in other countries, to
break the ceiling of the social norms. Like what
Emma Watson’s said: we [should] all see gender as

a spectrum instead of two sets of opposing ideals.”

6 6 A place to nurture stronger

women ’ ’

In a way, Cara feels that students in Hong Kong are
bound by rules and social norms. The traditional
authoritative rapport between school and students
is taking a heavy toll on the growth of future woman
leaders. “Generally speaking, female students are
not aggressive enough to fight for their dreams.
They often take it as what it is. Studying in an
authoritative vernacular and a campus full of rules
makes students feel beaten down. Gradually,
students lose the sense of autonomy and the sense
of risk management. To shape future woman
leaders, schools must learn to accept rebelliousness
as part of an inevitable part of growing up and the
question is how to guide the young to think for
themselves. Schools must trust that they have
educated their children right. Instead of setting
numerous boundaries for students, students and
school should be in collaboration to make our
campus a better place. The HLC annual consultation,
allowing students to voice the opinions and the
school reflecting on their development, is the
mutually trusted first step in the right direction. The
question is how to further empower young women
to voice their opinion in this school to build an even

more harmonious campus of both boys and girls.”

August 2018
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A LITTLE

MORE

‘ ‘ HLC equipped me well
academically and has played a vital
role in my personal

development , ’

LAU

The University of Hong Kong

‘ ‘ Challenge your limit, never
miss an opportunity ’ ’

Vickie feels gender expectations are the reason why
girls are not as confident and outspoken at school as
boys. ‘I remember once my mother told me “Vickie you
have to learn to cook as you have to get married and
take care of your family”. Parents expect girls to speak
softly and to be more disciplined. Girls are also
expected to strictly follow school rules, teachers’
instructions and learn to be quieter and more obedient.
Good communication skills and self-confidence are
certainly very important as these were the biggest
obstacles for me at university. | would advise girls at
HLC to be more proactive and speak up for themselves
because if they are not expressive to showcase their
abilities and remain passive and conservative, they will
have to face lots of obstacles later at university. It is not
about having an accent or fluency but showcasing
your abilities with confidence and to make others
understand you.’

6 6 Gender equality is not about
rules but more about values ’ ’

Follow your dreams with

‘ ‘ passion

‘| strongly believe one is never able to make ’ ’
great strides in any field without passion. Take Terry as
an example, a student from HLC who had clear goals
and was passionate to be a doctor. He finally achieved
his goals through dedication and hard work. | think
especially female students should be encouraged to
choose something they feel they are good at. Of
course, we must set our dreams realistically, taking into
consideration both ability and passion. Follow your
dreams and leave no stone unturned in pursuing them.’

June 2018
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KARINA L|

Girls with Visions

Nowadays there are still many people in the
workplace who stereotype men as being more
intelligent and professional than women. Though
obviously untrue, many people wonder is this
because girls receive different high school
education from boys or is it because girls receive
fewer opportunities or less encouragement to seize

those opportunities?

When | reflect upon my days in HLC, | appreciate
that this was not so, for lots of chances were
provided for both girls and boys to join different
competitions and club activities. Taking myself as an
example, by staying in Drama Club for 5 years |
experienced being an actress, stagehand and
student director. There were different casts and
crew for each annual production and so | learnt to

communicate with teammates with different

Hong Kong Baptist University
Bachelor of Communications YEAR 2

personalities and characteristics. Then | discovered
that communication, not gender, is the key factor in
successful interpersonal relationships. In fact it was
because of my interest in and ability to develop
successful relationships that | chose to study
Communications in University.

HLC gave me the opportunities and encouragement
to pursue my dreams and develop myself and for
that | am very grateful. Therefore, | am going to
further challenge myself by completing an
internship in a cross cultural environment in

Singapore this summer.

All in all, aspirations, ambitions and visions of the
female identity should not be suppressed. As female
HLCians, we should discover our own passion and

purse our dreams.

KELLY

MARGARETH LEE

American Musical and Dramatic
Academy

Graduate of Bachelor of Arts in

Performing Arts Musical Theatre

Build a better, stronger and
wiser YOU!

Shout out to all the beautiful, confident,
hard-working girls around the world! We are coming
into an age where women are unapologetically
learning to be more comfortable in their own skin.
Embracing, loving and accepting who we are and
growing into the majestic creatures that we are
meant to be! | feel the true meaning of feminism is
equality and most of all, respect. Putting aside our
differences to come together as one.

| have always been very vocal about feminism, and
as an artist, | am given a platform to speak and
hopefully inspire as many as | can. It is one of the
reasons why | have chosen Performing Arts as my
career. Apart from my deep passion for the stage, it
is an absolute joy to know that somehow my art
might just be able to make a difference in someone’s
life. Isn’t it great to know that YOU can do the same?
The littlest thing can create the biggest impact.
Whatever you decide to pursue in life, do it with
passion, love and good intention. Transform
negative experiences into valuable lessons and
continue to build a better, stronger and wiser YOU.
Remember, you can do ANYTHING you put your
mind to. Ladies, stay fabulous!

Journey to success

| always remind myself that feminism refers to
giving women equal opportunities and rights that
men have, instead of raising the status of women by
putting men down.

My high school provides equal learning
opportunities for both male and female students. As
a student, it motivated me to utilize all the
opportunities provided to enhance my learning
experience. Inherited the mentality from HLC that
women deserve equality, | plucked up my courage
and opted for Asian Business Studies since the
course aims at cultivating well-educated Asia-adept

business professionals with global perspectives.

The next chapter of my life will be in the fields of
technology and entrepreneurship so hopefully |
would make an impact to the society by doing what

| love after graduation.

To create a successful journey, | urge HLCicans to
embrace the opportunities provided in school to
better their learning experience.

YANNIE
EUNG

The Chinese University of Hong Kong
Integrated Bachelor of Business
Administration Programme in Asian
Business Studies and Marketing
Minor in Translation YEAR 4




